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     Welcome Back to the California Grown Experience!  
It was during summer's final days, in early September 
2010 that we last saw J, Kelly, Keith and Chris.  We 
were just starting our protea season and our fields took 
on mostly shades of green and 
gold - a lovely time of year 
but not the most colorful in 
our fields.  Fortunately, J 
mentioned that he and his 
crew wanted to return to Cali-
fornia in the springtime and 
film a second California 
Grown Experience.  This was 
great news for us - Spring is 
when our fields explode into a 
rainbow of colors. 
     It was a cool April after-
noon, we were in the heat of 
Easter and Mother's Day harvesting. Our packing house 
was full of protea, pincushion, leucadendron, waxflower, 
berzelia and freshly made bouquets - a perfect time to 
revisit.  There were plenty of new flowers to photograph 
and marvel over, and the bouquets were abounding with 
spring's best blooms. 
     Finally, we were off to the hills to capture the beauty 
of our spring fields!  It was a picture perfect afternoon, 
the sky full of cotton clouds and the fields loaded with 
flowers ready for harvesting.  The crew filmed pincush-
ion, waxflower, kangaroo paw - all being harvested and 
prepared for holiday shipping. 

     We continued the tour with a stroll through the fields 
where J harvested his choice of flowers and foliage for a 
bouquet he was planning for our evening’s dinner table.  
To our surprise, J decided to assemble his bouquet right 

there in the fields, amongst 
the flowers, hills and val-
leys.  What an amazing 
experience is was! Look-
ing thought a camera lens, 
you would have thought - 
this doesn't look real, it 
looks like someone has 
painted a canvas and 
there’s J standing in front 
of it making a gorgeous 
bouquet! Truly a memora-
ble moment! 
     As evening approached, 

it was time to call it a wrap and begin the “wrap up 
party”.  The food, wine, friends and flowers were the rec-
ipe for a terrific event!  And now, as you turn this page,  
we share with you some  
of our favorite  
pictures 
from this  
special day!  

    Enjoy! 

“It's all about where the bouquet's are Created... in the company of 
Friends... in a majestic landscape... with Picture  

Perfect Protea... hand picked by Mel…,”  - J Schwanke 



 

 

 

Welcome to our Spring Fields - our Garden! 
“No occupation is so delightful to me as the culture of the earth, and 

no culture comparable to that of the garden.” - Thomas Jefferson . 
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The California Grown Experience 2011 
can be seen on www.uBloom.com 
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This California Flower and Farm Guide is intended as a 
resource for inspiration and encouragement. More than 
just a flower directory, this guide provides details about  
the farms and farmers who have the day to day respon-

sibility of raising beautiful California Grown Flowers. 

Spring’s Sweet Signature 
As Mother Nature gently awakens from her seasonal slumber, renew and  

enliven your spirit in a similar manner by “thinking California”! 
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Hello Again! 
 

      With the arrival of each 
new season, I find myself 
thinking, "This is my favorite 
of all times of the year."  
Spring, however, has reached 
out its arms to encircle me 
with the splendor of protea 
and pincushion dressed in bril-
liant pink, red, orange and yellow bracts and pins, gorgeous leucadendron wav-
ing in the wind, and the fragrant smell of waxflower blowing through the fields!  
What could be more perfect than this magical season? 
     Throughout the spring months we have  continued to be "blessed" with rain 
(free water - as we call it here in Southern California). Yes, I know many of you 
are saying, forget the "free water", we've had enough water!  My thoughts go 

out to all of you that have been struggling along the Mississippi River and the other states being effected by heavy 
rainfall and floods.  Believe me, if I could help you move that water to Southern California - we'd all be rich! 
     This spring our protea extended late into the season, while the pincushion finally came in strong and with great 
stem length.  Our bouquets were a sampling of the kind of bouquets I have been dreaming about for years!  Thanks to 
you, both Easter and Mother's Day were very successful holidays here on the farm.  And as always, I truly appreciate 
the wonderful relationship we continue to share! 
     Spring also brought Resendiz Brothers some exciting educational - marketing opportunities.  As you have seen, my 
friends, J and his crew, revisited us in April.  It has been a real pleasure showing the country and even the world how 
we grow flowers here in California.  And, if you haven't seen the spring field’s episode yet, click on this link or copy 
and paste the web address into your web browser http://vimeo.com/24695128.  Enjoy the video - we’d love to hear 
your comments? 
     In addition, Resendiz Brothers contributed to the new California Flower and Farm Guide currently being distrib-
uted in the June issue of Florists' Review and Super Floral Retailing magazines (see the cover on page 3).  I have en-
joyed reading and learning about other California flower farms and the wholesalers who support us!  A great guide - 

be sure to get yours! 
     So, as they say in show 
biz, "that's a wrap" on 
Spring 2011 .  There are 
plenty more interesting and 
exciting “flower things” in 
the works for Resendiz 
Brothers this summer.  So 
stay tune, and have a safe 
and fun filled summer!!! 

Hasta Luego! 

Mel 
Waxflower Sweet 16 and   
Pincushion Flame Giant  

Telopea, Pincushion and Fillers 

Waxflower and Leucadendron Fields 
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